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New Home School Homecoming 2017 

Homecoming Queen & King 

Clara Barrington & Reed Bundy 

Keagan Grantham, senior, 

son of  Jason and Stepha-

nie Grantham 

Clara Barrington, senior, 

daughter of  Matthew and 

Lisa Barrington. 

Reed Bundy, senior, son 

of   Roger and Jill Bundy 

 

Jacie Fowler, junior, 

daughter of  Coy and Tif-

fany Paris and Jason 

Fowler  

Celee Smith, junior, 

daughter of   Travis and 

Jodi Smith  

 

Carter Abney, junior, son 

of  Koby and Jenny Ab-

ney 

Kamryn Lucas, sopho-

more, daughter of  Bruce 

and Kim Smith and 

Scott and Lindsay Lucas 

Kaleb LeClair, sopho-

more, son of  James and 

J’Anna LeClair  

Clara has been active in basketball, track 

and cross-country during high school.  Oth-

er NHS activities include FCA and student 

council.  She made “A” Honor Roll her 

freshman, sophomore and junior years. 

Clara participates in high school rodeo 

where she competes in barrel racing, 

breakaway roping and team roping.  Her 

freshman year, she qualified for state in 

barrel racing.   She plans to attend Texas 

Tech University majoring in animal science 

with the hopes of being a part of the rodeo 

team. 

 Reed has participated in football, basket-

ball, track, golf, cross-country and baseball.  

His honors include:  Varsity Football Cap-

tain, 1st Team All District and Area qualifier 

for baseball and Regional Tournament qual-

ifier in basketball.  Reed is a member of the 

FCA and FFA.  He shows pigs and is a mem-

ber of the South Plains Church of Christ.  He 

plans to attend college and graduate with a 

degree in business.   



Homecoming Parade 

2017 Homecoming Attendants: 

Emi Heinrich, junior, daughter of  

Craig and Melinda Heinrich  

Ethan Martinez, senior, son of  Mi-

chael and Christi Martinez 

On Friday, Sept 22, all grade levels of New Home ISD participated in the annual Homecoming parade around the 

town of New Home. A few extracurricular groups, such as 4H, FFA and the Varsity Cheerleaders, also made an ap-

pearance in the parade.  The streets were lined with parents, family & friends who came out to enjoy this New 

Home Homecoming Week tradition. 

Also following tradition, each float from grades Pre-K through sixth and each float from seventh through twelfth 

grades were judged and awarded 1st—3rd place.  

 Caleb Riojas, Staff Reporter 

Elementary Winners 

1st PLACE 

 

2nd Grade:  

Cruz to Victory 

2nd PLACE 

5th Grade:  

Wizard of  Oz: 

There’s No 

Place Like 

(New) Home 

3rd PLACE 

 

4th Grade: 

Swift the Swifts 

1st PLACE 

 

8th Grade: 

Western: This 

Town Isn’t Big 

Enough for the 

Both of  Us 

2nd PLACE 

11th Grade: 

Twist the 

Swifts! 

3rd PLACE 

 

9th Grade:  

Can’t Touch 

This 

JH/HS Winners 



A History of New Home Homecoming 

Homecoming Game Highlights 

Caul Erwin, Elena Pando, Tanner Harrison, Staff Reporters 

Jackson Bass & Jaden Hollinshead, Sports Reporters 

On Friday, Sept. 22, the New Home Leopards faced the Nazareth Swifts in the Homecoming football 

game. Coach Fernando Baeza was interviewed before the game and shared what he thought the Leopards 

needed to work on before the matchup. “We need to work on our play execution,” Baeza said. He believes 

if  we can do that, we will be good to go. When asked about his expectations for Nazareth, he stated, “Naz 

is going to be a tough challenge. They have some great athletes, and they can throw the ball really well.”  

New Home needed to step it up a bit, and ended up losing 84-35. However, it was an exciting game to 

watch with a lot of  ups and downs. One of  the highlights was late in the first half. With almost no time 

left, Brandon Grissom, a senior, scored a 30 yard touchdown untouched by the other team. Regardless of  

the numbers on the scoreboard, it was a memorable homecoming for the Leopards.  

 During Homecoming Week in New Home, it’s all about floats, dressing up for 

spirit days, the Fall Festival and spray painting the streets. Sadly, however, it hasn’t al-

ways been this way.  

 Before 1965, it was a simpler time. There was no parade, dress up days, or 

spray painting the streets. You would only go to the carnival, what we now call the Fall 

Festival on Thursday night, and enjoy the bonfire. New Home burned a bonfire for 

over 50 years until having a physical place to hold the bonfire became an issue about 

ten years ago. Before 1965, there was a football game to end the festivities on Friday 

night, but unlike today New Home participated in an 11-man football program.  

 In 2009, new events began such as the burning of the NH at the Fall Festival 

and high school students participating in spirit week. Even spray painting the streets is 

a fairly new tradition, beginning a little over 15 years ago. Through the years, the Leop-

ards have come a long way with added traditions, but in the future these traditions 

might change. It’s good to have new traditions; Homecoming would become trite oth-

erwise, and the “Carnival” most likely wouldn’t draw the numbers it has recently if it 

hadn’t grown and adapted through the years. These new traditions and new experienc-

es are a direct result of the community growing more each year. New Home School is 

growing, and growth always brings change. New Home has seen numerous changes re-

cently, with these changes affecting everything from how our school functions, to 

which traditions are carried out during Homecoming week.  

 The history of the Homecoming at New Home has changed many times 

throughout the course of the town’s history. The Homecoming football game on Fri-

day night has inspired many of these traditions that are performed throughout the 

week, which are carried out by students, faculty, friends and family of New Home 

ISD. Change is inevitable, as has been learned from the past, and what the future 

brings for New Home ISD and its traditions will be exciting to witness. 



Leopards of the Month 
In each issue, three individuals from New Home School are highlighted. 

Jessica Quillin is entering her sixteenth year of teaching, all of which 

has been spent at New Home High School. She decided to become a 

teacher because “it was the money. Actually, it was a desire to be in a 

profession that enables me to show God’s love and continue to learn 

every day.” She attended Dalhart High School succeeded by Texas Tech 

University (Guns up!). While at Texas Tech, Quillin studied for a Bach-

elor of Arts degree in English with minors in Education and Spanish. 

Her favorite subject has always been English, believing “in the power of 

the written word.” She added, “I had an amazing teacher named Robin 

Vela who chose to believe in me, and it made all the difference.” When 

asked about her activities apart from teaching, Quillin said that she was 

unaware of life outside of room 200. Actually, she enjoys multiple 

things, including running, painting, working crossword puzzles, making 

craft items and reading (obviously). Within the last month, she has re-

portedly done none of the aforementioned activities, but her kids partici-

pate in martial arts, if that counts. If she were a food, she chooses to be 

an onion. “Onions have layers, and yes, I am also aware that parfaits 

have layers, but I still choose onion,” Quillin boldly stated.  

Jeremiah Wandell-Perez, 15, is a sophomore at New Home High 

School. Currently in school, Wandell-Perez is involved in football, 

basketball, FCA and Student Council. His favorite subjects are math 

and agriculture, because he is skilled in math, and enjoys the environ-

ment of agriculture at New Home. His favorite teacher is Mrs. 

Quillin, because she is “a really nice teacher.” He came to New Home 

during his first grade year, preceded by Lubbock-Cooper. When 

Wandell-Perez first arrived at New Home, he was very shy and afraid 

of meeting new people. Throughout his life at New Home, he has be-

come more outgoing and willing to meet new people. When not in 

school, Wandell-Perez currently enjoys hanging out with friends and 

frequenting the park. In his future, he wants to attend South Plains 

College to study mechanical engineering.  

Will Gibson, Daniel Hall 

Staff Reporters 

Micah Boynton, 11, is the son of Coach Brooks Boynton. This is his 

first year at New Home, and he is in the sixth grade. His first impres-

sion when coming to New Home was “like any other school,” adding 

that he already had friends prior to arriving. His favorite class is 

math, and his favorite teacher is Mrs. Gauger. Life outside of school 

for Boynton is “busy, but fun,” as he currently plays soccer and previ-

ously played basketball. Similarly to his dad, he also enjoys running. 

Going forward at New Home, he wants to participate in the growing 

junior high football program.  



The New Home Debate program has just 

started their second year in the debate world. 

The New Home students, Mackenzie Bolton, 

Brayden Caballero, Effi Correa, Danielle 

Fonseca,  Dillan Ford and Daniel Hall, are 

looking to make it to the state tournament 

again in Austin this year. Debate veteran 

Danielle Fonseca says she feels very excited 

for the upcoming debate season. For those 

who don’t know, debate is a speaking compe-

tition in which a previously decided topic is 

discussed and argued. One team is chosen as 

the affirmative side speaking over a pre-

written case including a plan. The opposing 

team is called the negative, which goes 

a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p l a n .  

The team traveled to Texas Tech University 

on Sept. 9, 2017 to compete in Cross-

Examination Debate. This is the first of 

many competitions on the road to reach the 

state competition again this year. 

On Saturday, Sept. 9, 2017, Tristan and Maddison Truhlicka both 

showed sheep at the Abilene Stock Show through Lynn County 4-

H. In the first show, Tristan placed first and Maddison showed 

two sheep, placing second and sixth. In the second show of the 

day, Tristan placed first again and Maddison moved up in the 

ranks, placing first and second with her two sheep. Maddison and 

Tristan have both been showing since third grade. Maddison 

starting her tenth year, and Tristan starting his seventh year of 

showing.  

Tristan, below far right, also  competed at the Panhandle South 

Plains Fair in Lubbock, Texas on Sept. 23, 2017. He placed 4th in 

his class out of approximately 120 participants. 

The officers for New Home High School’s Student Council have recently been elected. Junior Emi Heinrich, the presi-

dent, was asked what she hopes to accomplish as an officer. Her hopes are “to be a good leader and to put a good influ-

ence on the people behind me.” Not having done Student Council last year, Heinrich was exited to help all she could 

this year. The vice president, Sophomore Jacey Cathey, wanted to try it this year because she is a new student, saying 

she longs to “make a difference.” She was a treasurer previously at her old school, and wants to try it at New Home 

this year. Junior Leea Walden, being the secretary, wants to be a better leader for the school, not having been an of-

ficer in the past. Senior Kaden Buckelew reclaimed his position as the treasurer. We asked him why he chose to do it, 

and his response was, “It seemed like a fun and good opportunity,” expressing his satisfaction for the position. One of 

the sponsors, Kelly Bailey, was asked what she looks for in an officer. She looks for leadership skills, loyalty, responsi-

bility, and someone that is hardworking. “I think all of them all of those qualities, and [can create] a good leadership 

team,” she added. 

Jacey Cathey, Vice-

President 

Leea Waldon, Secretary Emi Heinrich, President 
Kaden Buckelew, Treasurer 

New Home Debate 

Tanner Harrison, Editor-in-Chief            

Stock Show News 

Cayman Smith, Staff Reporter 

High School Student Council Elects New Officers 
Trevor Lehman, Student Life Editor 



New Home High 
School Cross Country 

On Sept. 9 and 16, the New Home Leopards 

competed in cross country meets in Plains and 

Smyer. Coach Shane Moore said he was proud 

of  the girls team and their efforts at the 

meets.  

At Plains, Rylee Jordan placed third for the 

varsity team, followed by Jacey Cathey in 

ninth for JV. Running for the JV boys team, 

Kaleb LeClair placed 1st while Ethan Mar-

tinez placed 4th for the Varsity. 

At Smyer, Rylee Jordan and Jacey Fowler, both 

on Varsity, placed first and ninth place, respec-

tively, while Cathey won first place for the JV. 

On the boys side, eighth grader Sunny Torres 

placed third for the junior high team. 

Jaden Hollinshead, Sports Editor 

New Home ISD’s High School Student Council has adopted a school in Houston, 

Texas to help relieve some of  the monetary stress left behind by Hurricane Harvey. 

The aftermath of  Hurricane Harvey, which brought devastation along the Texas 

coast, has left school districts in that area of  the state scrambling to clean up the 

mess so that students can resume their education. High Island ISD has an enrollment 

of  about 135 students, and they are a ½ mile from the beach. Their main concerns 

are water supply and sanitary issues. New Home Student Council would like to sup-

ply to them with resources to address these issues. The easiest way to help is through 

cash donations, which people are welcome to send to the school. A staff  reporter 

spoke with Student Council advisor Kodi Chapman who stated that their hope is to 

he lp  High  I s l a nd  ISD g et  back  to  nor ma l  op er at i on .  

 

Other schools in the area have partnered with helping High Island ISD, which have 

taken more than 50 cases of  water and other items to help with sanitary issues. On 

Sept. 8,  Student Council members collected donations at the varsity football game. A 

total of  $1, 582 was raised to send down to High Island.  

New Home Student Council Leads Initiative for 
Hurricane Relief 

Maddison Truhlicka, Staff Reporter 

The first junior high pep rally of the school year took 

place on Sept. 15, 2017. In attendance were grades Pre-K 

through eighth grade. The participating cheerleaders who 

did an excellent job pumping up the crowd for the night’s 

game against the Sands Coyotes were Rebecca Abney, 

Leeya Garcia, Skylar Jakstas, Brylee Parker, Carley Smith, 

Addie Stewart and Mia Williams. The girls did a great job 

cheering and facilitating an enthusiastic atmosphere. 

 

To keep up the energy in the gym, a game of Limbo was 

played. Mrs. McMinn, Mrs. Bundy, Sunny Torres, Rebek-

ah Abney, and Selah Boynton were the lucky Leopards 

chosen to compete. Two football players, eighth grader 

Alex Vitolas and Cameron McFadden, a seventh grader, 

each gave a fantastic speech. Per New Home tradition, the 

Battle Cry contest occurred with Pre-K and fourth grade 

being chosen as winners. 

Junior High peprallies will be held for each home game 

this season, so come out and support these young Leop-

ards. 

New Home Junior High Holds 
First  Pep-rally of the Year 

Danielle Fonseca, Asst. Editor-in Chief 



Senior Brandon Grissom crosses into the end zone to 

end the first half of New Home’s Homecoming game 

against Nazareth on Sept. 22, 2017. 

Photo credit: Erica Garrett, NH Yearbook Staff 

New Home Elementary students participate in 

Senior Citizen Day for Homecoming Spirit 

Week 

New Home High School students stand for the school 

song at the Homecoming pep-rally on Sept. 22 New Home Elementary student shows his Texas 

Pride during Homecoming Spirit Week 

 

New Home cheerleaders lead the crowd during the 

Homecoming pep-rally on Sept. 22 
New Home seniors dress up for Throwback 

Thursday during Homecoming Spirit Week 
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